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b 1864

b 1932b 1928
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b 1902

b 1882

b 1879
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Nickie C



Ferdinando RuffoloNicola Capaccio
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

em 1906, age 24

em 1907, age 28

em 1912, age 18em 1914, age 25

em 1919, age 31
Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi



Ferdinando RuffoloNicola Capaccio
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

em 1907, age 5

em 1906, age 24

em 1907, age 28

em 1912, age 18em 1914, age 25

em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

age 33, 37, 40, 44, 48, 56 

Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi



all arrived between 1898 - 1921





“The 1924 legislation capped yearly 
immigration from any country to 2% of a 

nationality’s numbers in the 1890 census.”



“Immigration from Italy fell from an average 
of 216,000 per year in the period from 1905 

to 1914, to just over 6,000 in 1924.”



“Immigration from Italy fell from an average 
of 216,000 per year in the period from 1905 

to 1914, to just over 6,000 in 1924.”



Brigida DeMaio

Pasquale Ruff
Vincenzina Bosco

em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56

Pasquale Ruff
Vincenzina Bosco

all arrived between 1898 - 1921
all moved to “Little Italy” Chicago



Brigida DeMaio
em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56

all arrived between 1898 - 1921
all moved to “Little Italy” Chicago



em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56



Vincenzina Bosco

em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56
Vincenzina Bosco

all arrived between 1898 - 1921
all moved to “Little Italy” Chicago

all moved from Southern Italy



Nicola Capaccio
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

Bracigliano

SolofraMarano Principato

Ferdinando Ruffolo



Vincenzina Bosco

em 1919, age 31

em 1921, age 56
Vincenzina Bosco

why leave Southern Italy?

Campania

Calabria



Italian “Unification” in the 1860s



North vs South



North vs South

(from “list of races” on 
US immigration forms)



Campania + Calabria

2018 nominal
GRP per capita



Nicola Capaccio
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

Bracigliano

SolofraMarano Principato

Ferdinando Ruffolo



Ferdinando Ruffolo

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Marano Principato

Calabria

(near Cosenza)



Marano Principato (Calabria)
population in 1900: 1631

THE RUFFOLOS



Aquila RuffoloGelsomina Bosco

b 1864
Pasquale Ruffolo

Vincenzina Bosco
b 1865

Samuele Ruffolo Bendetto Bosco



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Samuele Ruffolo
Gelsomina Bosco Aquila Ruffolo

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

Bendetto Bosco



“The Three Stages of 
Italian American History”

(1) the “Early Community Stage”, which 

began with the initial establishment of 
Italian communities in the late nineteenth 

century, when Italian immigration involved 
relatively few women and primarily single 
young men, significant numbers of whom 

returned to Italy



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

ritornati



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

It was common for a husband to work 
temporarily in the USA to earn money, 

then return to his family!

ritornati



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

em 1898                    1902                     1905



b 1864
Pasquale Ruffolo

Vincenzina Bosco
b 1865

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

eleven ocean crossings!

SS Prinzess Irene





Ellis Island “registry room”





Pasquale and 14-year-old son Eugenio

heading to Kenosha, WI in March 1905

Pasquale’s third trip to the USA,

his oldest son’s first trip



Marano Principato (Calabria)
Marano Marchesato (Calabria)



Marano Principato (Calabria)
Marano Marchesato (Calabria)

(Jolene and Johnny’s grandfather!)



worked as a “shaver”

at Allen Tannery



Kenosha

in 1905



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

Eugenio has had enough Kenosha;

goes back to Italy until he’s 18.


He gets married,

then in 1909 decides to try Chicago



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1898, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1921

em 1921

(later, everyone else on this page moves to IL)

Eugenio has had enough Kenosha;

goes back to Italy until he’s 18.


He gets married,

then in 1909 decides to try Chicago



wife destination!

read/write?

Eugenio
b 1891

hometown

1909 ‘arrival’ form

(who arrives
a year later)



“The Three Stages of 
Italian American History”

(2) the “Little Italy Stage”, comprising 

roughly 1900-1950, during which time Italian 
communities grew considerably but also 
stabilized culturally, thanks in part to a 

greater presence of immigrant women, and 
developed a distinctively Italian American 

culture through the interaction with 
mainstream American culture and the 

cultures of other immigrant groups



Eugenio works in the produce business;

by 1920, he’s a storekeeper (named “Jim”!)

1352 W. Taylor St

(1920 US Census Record)



“Unknown Taylor Street Grocery Store, 1920s”



1933 directory







1930:

1940:

1920

“Gene”

“Eugene”





1948:

tragedy!!



1949:



who else lives at

1352 W. Taylor St


in 1920?

Fred “Raphali”? Brother?



b 1900b 1893

b 1864

Ferdinando

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

b 1865

Eugenio
b 1891 b 1903

EmiliaAchille

em 1921

Eugenio’s younger brother Ferdinando

(soon to be “Fred”)


comes to Chicago in 1912!



Ferdinando is your great-grandfather

(Big Nonnie’s husband)

Age 18 Marano

Principato

$25 going to stay with brother

Eugenio in Chicago

1912 ‘arrival’ form

Age 18



oh, and he’s married —

to Carolina Corelli back in Marano Principato

Age 18 Marano

Principato

$25 going to stay with brother

Eugenio in Chicago



1917

There’s “Philomena”!

After five years in the USA,


Fred gets (re?)married (he’s aged 23)



1918

Less then a year (but more than nine months!) later:

Fred and Philomena have a baby!



1919



1352 W. Taylor St

in 1920

brother Fred “Raphali”? Age 27 and married

sister “Philomena”? Age 28 and single


niece “Devina”? Age 2



Philomena is… not single

1920

… and not 28?



Philomena is… not single

1920

… and not 28?



Solofra (Avellino)
population in 1900: 5691

FILOMENA’S STORY



Solofra,
Avellino,

Campania



Filomena Fiordalisi

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

Solofra
2G



Solofra,
Sant’Agata,

Avellino

Sant’Agata, Solofra, Avellino



Antonio Fiordalisi (1882-1952)

married, but arrived alone in 1906 (age 24)



Lucia Maresi + Filomena Fiordalisi

his wife Lucia and daughter followed in 1907
(Filomena was 4)

PHYLLIS (Big Nonnie)



Antonio Fiordalisi (1882-1952)



Antonio Fiordalisi (1882-1952)



three years later, Antonio Fiordalisi is 
now “Tony Dalisi” (and Lucia is “Lucy”)

1910 census



1018 W Polk St, Little Italy



tragedy!!

Lucia dies at age 32

(leaving behind three kids - ages 10, 3, and 1)



The youngest (Minnie) is given up 
for adoption

(1920 census)



No idea what happens to Peter (3) 
or Filomena (10) until…



No idea what happens to Peter (3) 
or Filomena (10) until…



not quite five years after her mom died…

No idea what happens to Peter (3) 
or Filomena (10) until…



she was born in May 1902…



…so she was definitely a 15-year-old bride



says she was 17 when Divina was born

but definitely just turned 16 in May



Philomena is… not single

1920

… and not 28
… she’s 18



After Lucia’s death,

Tony disappears from 1920 census, 
then gets remarried in 1924

(1930 census)



Tony worked as a restaurant 
manager, a handyman, and janitor, 

and passed away in 1952

“Phyliss” = Filomena



Ferdinando Ruffolo
Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
Vincenzina Bosco

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

Filomena Fiordalisi

Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi



(Pasquale’s 11th ocean crossing and Emilia and Vincenzina’s first)

finally settled in Chicago in 1921



Pasquale passed away in 1927



Our Lady of Pompeii

1224 W Lexington St, Little Italy



Pasquale passed away in 1927



b 1900b 1893
FerdinandoEugenio

b 1891 b 1903
EmiliaAchille



Achille finally emigrates in 1934

(decades after the rest of his family)



Achille finally emigrates in 1934

(decades after the rest of his family)

was it post-1924 immigration 
problems? or some other scandal?



He lives at 1418 Spruce St (with his two 
brothers) and works in the fruit business





1418 W Lexington St, Little Italy



1930 Census at 1418 Spruce St

Fred and Gene shared a house

and ran the grocery store together!



1923 City Directory

Fred and Eugene working together!



Vincenzina passed away in 1935

Pasquale passed away in 1927



1940 Census

Fred and Phyliss were “peddlers of fruits 
and vegetables” and had a daughter 

named Eugenia (“Jean”) in 1932

JEAN (Nonnie)

named after Fred’s brother!



1950 Census

Fred and Phyliss living alone but 
still selling produce



Fred passes on in 1967

Phyliss in 1994



Fred passes on in 1967

Phyliss in 1994



Alberto CapaccioG

Nicola Capaccio1G
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi
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Bracigliano (Salerno)
population in 1900: 3365

THE CAPACCIOS



Bracigliano,
Salerno,

Campania



Bracigliano
Solofra



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela Capuano

1G

2G



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela CapuanoWhat are Giovanni’s 

parents named?



What are Giovanni’s parents named?

Giovanni’s birth certificate from 1862 shows 
your great-great-great-grandparents



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela CapuanoWhat’s Michela’s 

mother named?



What’s Michela’s mother named?

Giovanni’s and Michela’s marriage license from 1888 
shows your other great-great-great-grandparents



b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela Capuano1911 was a huge year 

for the Capaccios



March 1911

Capaccio sisters leave for Chicago

b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola

from Bracigliano to Chicago



March 1911

Capaccio sisters leave for Chicago

b 1891b 1890
CarmellaAntonia

b 1888
Nicola



König Albert



b 1891
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela Capuano

In September 1911, 
Nicola has a daughter!

What’s her name?



b 1891
Nicola

Giovanni Capaccio
Michela Capuano

b 1911
Michela



Michela Capaccio’s Sept 1911 birth certificate



Michela Capaccio’s Sept 1911 birth certificate



Michela Capaccio’s Sept 1911 birth certificate



Nicola Capaccio’s Oct 1911 marriage license

your great-grandparents!



Church of San Giovanni Battista, Bracigliano



Michela Capaccio’s Sept 1911 birth certificate



(Michela, 3, and Margherita, 1)
By 1914, Nicola and Brigida have two daughters



König Albert



age 22

Nicola arrived at Ellis Island in 1914

coming from Bracigliano

Heading to Chicago, IL

• $25 in his pocket

• passage paid for by “sister”

wife “DiMaio Brigida”



WWI Draft Registration
1917



25th and North
Melrose Park



25th and North
Melrose Park



Melrose Peppers



In 1919, the family follows Nicola
from Bracigliano to the USA



In those two years, Nicola had moved to

Chicago — and started a new career…

Louis St??



Nicola worked as a baker!

1930



(Albert, age 1)

1930



1940

Nicola (now “Nick”) had 8 children



1940

Where have I seen “baker” before?



Nicola’s sister Carmella is 
married to a baker!



“panettiere”



WWI

draft doc

(1917)




Loomis!




Loomis St!!

1919



818 Loomis St, Little Italy



1920 818 Loomis St

Luigi (“Louis”) and Carmella Scafuri



Carmella Capaccio + Luigi Scafuri



by 1933 the bakery had 
moved to 1337 Taylor St



Scafuri Bakery (1337 W Taylor St)



Carmella at Scafuri Bakery



“Carmella tasting the focaccia”



From Scafuri Bakery website:



From Scafuri Bakery website:

Bracigliano is in Campania, not Calabria



From Scafuri Bakery website:

Bracigliano is in Campania, not Calabria

It was 1911! Luigi was only 12 in 1901 (and presumably unmarried).



From Scafuri Bakery website:

Bracigliano is in Campania, not Calabria

It was 1911! Luigi was only 12 in 1901 (and presumably unmarried).

Giovanni didn’t arrive until 10 Apr 1912!



From Scafuri Bakery website:

Bracigliano is in Campania, not Calabria

It was 1911! Luigi was only 12 in 1901 (and presumably unmarried).

Giovanni didn’t arrive until 10 Apr 1912!

Again, he didn’t arrive until 1911, and probably didn’t start a bakery at age 16



1910 Chicago Directory of Bakers

where is “Scafuri”?



found him in the 1923 directory!



Luigi passed away in 1953, having 
“operated a bakery for 40 years”


So he most likely started it in 1913!



Nicola worked as a baker!

1930



I can’t prove that Nicola worked at Scafuri 
Bakery from 1919 through the 1940s, but…

(He’s not going to work for his

brother-in-law’s competition, right?)



Nicola’s first daughter born in the 
USA in 1921 is named Carmella — in 
honor of the sister who helped him!



Nicola’s first daughter born in the 
USA in 1921 is named Carmella — in 
honor of the sister who helped him!



b 1864

b 1932b 1928

Nickie C

Alberto Capaccio Eugenia RuffoloG

Nicola Capaccio Ferdinando Ruffolo1G
Brigida DeMaio Filomena Fiordalisi

Pasquale Ruffolo
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Antonio Fiordalisi
Lucia Maresi

2G
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b 1882

b 1880

b 1865

b 1893

b 1953

b 1891

b 1888



b 1932b 1928
Alberto Capaccio Eugenio RuffoloG

b 1953

Albert and Jean were married 
sometime before April 12, 1950

Nickie C



b 1932b 1928
Alberto Capaccio Eugenio RuffoloG

b 1953

In the 1950 Census, they are living 
with Fred and Phyllis (Big Nonnie)

Nickie C



b 1932b 1928
Alberto Capaccio Eugenio RuffoloG

b 1953

Albert is “seeking work” and providing 
“labor” at a “wholesale market”

Nickie C



b 1932b 1928
Alberto Capaccio Eugenio RuffoloG

b 1953

Albert is “seeking work” and providing 
“labor” at a “wholesale market”

What happens next???

Nickie C



“The Three Stages of 
Italian American History”

(3) the Suburban Stage, beginning roughly in 

the 1950s and continuing today, which has 
been characterized by the gradual reduction 
and even complete dissolution of the urban 
"Little Italy" communities with dispersal of 

their populations especially to suburban 
settings and ever-increasing exogamy.



Are you ready to meet 
your DNA cousin?





Pasquale Ruffolo (1865–1921)

Ferdinando Ruffolo (1893–1967)

Pasquale Ruffolo (1802–1842)

Samuele Ruffolo (1835–1902)


Eugenia Ruffolo (1932–2018)

Nicolas Capaccio (1953–)

Brandon, Ryan, and Nathan Capaccio



Pasquale Ruffolo (1865–1921)

Ferdinando Ruffolo (1893–1967)

Pasquale Ruffolo (1802–1842)

Samuele Ruffolo (1835–1902)


Eugenia Ruffolo (1932–2018)

Nicolas Capaccio (1953–)

b. Marano Principato
d. Illinois

b. Marano Principato
d. Illinois

b. Marano Principato
d. Marano Principato

b. Marano Principato
d. Marano Principato

Brandon, Ryan, and Nathan Capaccio



Pasquale Ruffolo (1865–1921)

Ferdinando Ruffolo (1893–1967)

Giovanni Ruffolo (1763–1843)

b. Marano Marchesato

d. Marano Principato

Pasquale Ruffolo (1802–1842)

Samuele Ruffolo (1835–1902)


Eugenia Ruffolo (1932–2018)

Nicolas Capaccio (1953–)

Brandon, Ryan, and Nathan Capaccio



Giovanni Ruffalo 
(1763–1843)


(your 5th great-grandfather)



Frank Ruffalo (1917–2002)

Pasquale Ruffolo (1865–1921)

Ferdinando Ruffolo (1893–1967)

Giovanni Ruffolo (1763–1843)

b. Marano Marchesato

d. Marano Principato

Simone Ruffolo (1794–1862) Pasquale Ruffolo (1802–1842)

Benedetto Ruffolo (1840–1887)

Filiberto Ruffolo (1872–1918)

Samuele Ruffolo (1835–1902)


Eugenia Ruffolo (1932–2018)

Nicolas Capaccio (1953–)

Brandon, Ryan, and Nathan Capaccio



Frank Ruffalo (1917–2002)

Pasquale Ruffolo (1865–1921)

Ferdinando Ruffolo (1893–1967)

Giovanni Ruffolo (1763–1843)

b. Marano Marchesato

d. Marano Principato

Simone Ruffolo (1794–1862) Pasquale Ruffolo (1802–1842)

Benedetto Ruffolo (1840–1887)

Filiberto Ruffolo (1872–1918)

Frank Ruffalo, Jr (1943–)

Mark Ruffalo (1967–)

Samuele Ruffolo (1835–1902)


Eugenia Ruffolo (1932–2018)

Nicolas Capaccio (1953–)

5th cousin
once removed

Brandon, Ryan, and Nathan Capaccio



5th cousin
once removed

0.28% shared DNA
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